
 

Reading for Pleasure 
Great books build the imagination. The more we read aloud 

expressively, and the more children are able to savour, discuss 
and reinterpret literature through the arts, the more memorable the characters, 

places and events become, building an inner world. 

 

The following books have been carefully selected for teachers to share with their 
classes as they provide the opportunity for the children to learn about the lives of 

those whose experiences and perspectives differ from their own. Choosing stories and 
non-fiction that explore such differences begins to break down a sense of otherness 

that often leads to division and prejudice.  

 

The children from each class can choose the book that they would like the teacher to 
read aloud and this is done through a democratic vote encompassing one of our key 

British Values.  

  

It is imperative that the children are read to for 15 minutes per day. This should 
take place before or after lunch because at the end of the day it can fall off the 

timetable. 

 

The class novel should be challenging.  The children should be able to access it, but 
it should be a text that many of the class could not sit and read independently cover 
to cover.  Only the class teacher should read the class novel so that children get the 

best understanding to develop reading for pleasure.   

 

The aim of this reading spine is to expose the children at The Pochin School to a 
variety of different books, expand their vocabulary and strengthen their 

comprehension leading to independence and confidence in reading.  



 
Class 1  



 
 

Cats sit on mats, hares sit on chairs, mules sit on 
stools and gophers sit on sofas. But Frog 

does not want to sit on a log. Jam-packed with 
animals and silliness, this original rhyming story 

is guaranteed to get children giggling! 

 

A little boy and his pet dragon are the very best 
of friends. They laugh, they sing, they dance, 
they snooze. They are both amazing - just like 

everyone else! 
 

A celebration of friendship and being yourself 
with a positive message about celebrating 

diversity. The perfect platform to start 
conversations about the importance of 

understanding and acceptance. 

 
 

A dragon with a short temper is not a good 
combination, as Fergal's family and friends soon 
find out. He burns the dinner (literally), reduces 
the football goal to ashes and absolutely cannot 
play a nice, quiet board game. It is only when he 
starts to notice other animals have clever tricks 
to calm down that Fergal begins to win back his 
friends, especially when he discovers dragons can 

cool off in a very handy way. 



 

 

Bernard has decided that he's not going to be 
like all the other bunnies any more. He's not 

going to twitch his nose and prick his ears. And 
while others might dream of carrots, Bernard's 

dreams are altogether more...disco! 
 

He starts small, but when he finally gets to 
groove with grace and jive with joy at Bertie and 
Brenda's Bunny Ball, Bernard shows the world 

that being yourself is the very best thing a 
bunny can be. 

 

Sulwe's skin is the colour of midnight. She's 
darker than everyone in her family, and 

everyone at school. 
 

All she wants is to be beautiful and bright, like 
her mother and sister. 

 
Then a magical journey through the night sky 

opens her eyes and changes everything. 

 

 
While out on a lovely walk in the woods, Billy 
and her trusty sidekick Fatcat hear a terrible 

rumble... a terrible rumble coming from a 
Terrible Beast! 

 
He's making a Terrible Soup out of all of Billy 

and Fatcat's friends! 
 

Luckily, our brave heroine Billy has a trick or 
two up her sleeve (or in her hair)... Join quick-

thinking Billy on her mission to defeat the 
Terrible Beast (and save those adorable little 

bunny rabbits too). 



 

Join Rocket as she sets sail on a brand new 
mission - to save a Caribbean island from plastic 

pollution! 
 

When Rocket goes on holiday to visit her 
grandparents, she's shocked by the pollution 

that's spoiling their island home and putting the 
local sea life at risk. 

 
Can she think of a way to save the day? 

 
 

Fed up of being ignored by the other animals, 
Mouse wishes he could roar like Lion. But, as 
he discovers, even the biggest, bossiest people 

are scared sometimes ... and even the 
smallest creatures can have the heart of a 

lion! 

 

Meet hilarious, science-mad chatterbox, 
Rocket - she's going to be the greatest 

astronaut, star-catcher, space-traveller that 
has ever lived! 

 
But... can she convince her big brother to 

stop looking down at his phone and 
start LOOKING UP at the stars? 

 
 

  



 

While riding the subway home with his Nana 
one day, Julian notices three women 

spectacularly dressed up. Their hair billows 
in brilliant hues, their dresses end in 

fishtails, and their joy fills the train carriage. 
When Julian gets home, daydreaming of the 

magic he’s seen, all he can think about is 
dressing up just like the ladies and making 
his own fabulous mermaid costume. But 
what will Nana think about the mess he 

makes – and even more importantly – what 
will she think about how Julian sees himself? 

 Pig is the greediest Pug in the world. 

He is bad-tempered, rude and he never, ever 
shares. 

Friendly sausage dog Trevor is always trying 
to persuade Pig to play with him, but 

without success. 

When Pig is asked to share his toys, his greed 
finally backfires and something unexpected 

happens to him. 

Will Pig the Pug learn his lesson at last? 

 

 
 Everybody knows that crocodiles love water, 

but this little crocodile is different. He doesn’t 
like water at all. In fact, he prefers climbing 
trees! But it can be lonely when you’re the 
odd one out, so the little crocodile tries his 

best to change. But being wet isn’t for 
everyone – and a shiver soon becomes a cold 
and the cold becomes a sneeze, a surprisingly 

HOT sneeze… Could it be that this little 
crocodile isn’t a crocodile at all? He might 

just be a DRAGON! 

 

 



 
Class 2: 

  



  
  
  

 

Roy and Silo are just like the other penguin 
couples at the zoo - they bow to each other, 
walk together and swim together. But Roy 
and Silo are a little bit different - they're 

both boys. 
 

Then, one day, when Mr Gramzay the 
zookeeper finds them trying to hatch a stone, 
he realises that it may be time for Roy and 

Silo to become parents for real. 

 

 

 

One night Max puts on his wolf suit and 
makes mischief of one kind and another, so 
his mother calls him 'Wild Thing' and sends 

him to bed without his supper. 
 

That night a forest begins to grow in Max's 
room and an ocean rushes by with a boat to 
take Max to the place where the wild things 

are. 
 

Max tames the wild things and crowns 
himself as their king, and then the wild 

rumpus begins! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dave has a wobbly tooth. He wibbles and 
wobbles it, but it won't come out. But then 
one day Dave lets out an enormous sneeze 

and the tooth flies across the room and 
vanishes. Dave searches high and low, but 
it's nowhere to be seen. How will he get the 

tooth fairy to visit him now? 

 
  



  
Charlie McGuffin has an incredible secret . 

. . 
 

He can change into animals. All sorts of 
animals: a flea, a pigeon, even a rhino. 

 
Trouble is, he can't decide when - it only 
happens when he gets worried. And right 

now, Charlie has quite a lot to worry 
about! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Max is a hedgehog who lives with his 
family in a nice little home, but it's on the 

wrong side of the road from the Park 
where there's a beautiful lily pond and 
plenty of juicy slugs, worms and snails! 
The busy road is dangerous but Max is 
determined to make his way across. If 

humans can do it, why can't hedgehogs? 
His first attempt ends in a nasty bump on 
the head and, when Max tries to speak, he 
realises his words are all mixed up. He is 
no longer a hedgehog but a hodgeheg! 

 
 
 

 Welcome, readers, to the imaginative 
brain of Omar! You might not know me 
yet, but once you open the pages of this 
book you'll laugh so hard that snot will 
come out of your nose (plus you might 

meet a dragon and a zombie - what more 
could you want?). 

 
My parents decided it would be a good 
idea to move house AND move me to a 

new school at the same time. As if I didn't 
have a hard enough time staying out of 
trouble at home, now I've also got to try 

and make new friends.  



 

There are times when only a polar 
bear will do . . . 

 
"All I want is a normal family but no, I've 

ended up with the brother from 
Weirdsville. Liam is so embarrassing, but 
Mum and Dad can't see that and give him 
all the attention. Leaving me with zero! 

Zilch! A big fat NOTHING! 
 
 

 

Now if you were going to fall into a book, 
a book of fairy tales would probably not 

be your first choice. Because 
in every story there is always 
a wicked this, an evil that or 

a hungry somebody. It could only happen 
to Herb, child star of that thrilling tale, 

Beware of the Storybook Wolves. 

 With an action outfit for every occasion, 
Traction Man patrols the house. Whether 
he is saving toys (in latex space suit and 

Perspex helmet, teamed with Rocket 
Boots); searching the sink for the lost 
wreck of the sieve (in sub-aqua suit, 

fluorescent flippers and infra-red mask) or 
rescuing damsels in distress (in jungle 

pants, camouflage vest and a bandanna), 
Traction Man is never less than stylishly 

turned out and expertly accessorised.  



 

Hannah loves gorillas but has never seen 
one. Her father's too busy to take her to 
the zoo – or for anything else come to 

that. For her birthday, Hannah asks her 
father for a gorilla – but is disappointed 
when she discovers that the gorilla she's 
got is just a toy one. But then something 
extraordinary happens ... the toy turns 

into a real gorilla, who puts on her 
father's hat and coat and takes her off for 

a magical visit to the zoo... 
 
 
 

 Deep underground beneath Perfect Pets, 
where children can buy genetically 

engineered "perfect" creatures, there is 
a secret lab. Barnabus and his friends live 
in this lab, but none of them are perfect. 

 
They are all Failed Projects. Barnabus has 

never been outside his tiny bell jar, yet 
he dreams of one day seeing the world 

above ground that his pal Pip the 
cockroach has told him about: a world 

with green hills and trees, and buildings 
that reach all the way to the sky, lit with 

their own stars. 
 
  



 
Class 3  



 

Welcome to the world of Nocturnia, where 
darkness reigns supreme, glitter is terrifying, 

and unicorns are the stuff of nightmares! 
Amelia Fang would much rather hang out 

with her pet pumpkin Squashy and her friends 
Florence the yeti (DON'T CALL HER BEAST!) 
and Grimaldi the reaper than dance at her 

parents' annual Barbaric Ball. 
 
 

 Welcome to the sleepy island of Penfurzy, 
where nothing exciting ever really happens. 
OR DOES IT? Adventure awaits Demelza and 

her new best friend in the whole world, Nessa, 
as they explore the island and uncover the 
mysteries of the Penfurzy Knights. With a 

honking pet goose sidekick, quirky islanders 
and a legendary treasure to find, it's up to 
Nessa and Demelza to ride their bikes, solve 

the puzzles before them, and face down danger 
with frisbees, water-balloons, feathers .... and 

a toilet plunger. 
 
 
 

 Welcome to The Nothing to See Here 
Hotel! A hotel for magical creatures, where 

weird is normal for Frankie Banister and his 
parents who run the hotel. 

 
When a goblin messenger arrives at The 

Nothing to See Here Hotel, announcing the 
imminent arrival of the goblin prince Grogbah, 
Frankie and his family rush into action to get 
ready for their important guest. But it soon 

becomes obvious that the Banister family are 
going to  have their work cut out with the 
demanding prince and his never-ending 

entourage, especially when it turns out the 
rude little prince is hiding a secret... 



 

The Race to the Top of the World! It comes 
around once in a lifetime, and the prize? Your 
heart's desire. Shen and Sika can't resist the 
chance to win, but competition is fierce. The 

path to victory is littered with snow trolls, sea 
monsters, and a gang of particularly hungry 
yetis. But Shen and Sika have something the 
other contestants don't have. Actually, they 

have 66 other things; pugs to be exact. That's 
a 264 paw-powered sled! 

 

 
When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first 
time, she discovers that she is alone on a 

remote, wild island. She has no idea how she 
got there or what her purpose is - but she 

knows she needs to survive. After battling a 
fierce storm and escaping a vicious bear 

attack, she realises that her only hope for 
survival is to adapt to her surroundings and 
learn from the island's unwelcoming animal 

inhabitants. As Roz slowly befriends the 
animals, the island starts to feel like home - 

until, one day, her mysterious past comes back 
to haunt her. 

 

 

Varjak Paw is a Mesopotamian Blue kitten. He 
lives high up in an old house on a hill. He's 

never left home, but then his grandfather tells 
him about the Way - a secret martial art for 

cats. 



 
Yasmin Shah is a ten-year-old girl who is part 
of a big, noisy family and doesn’t ever speak. 
Levi is a rude, sassy toy llama, who talks A 

LOT and has come to wreak havoc in Yasmin’s 
life. 

Yasmin tries everything she can to escape Levi, 
but she can’t help being dragged along on his 

crazy antics – and every day brings a new 
surprise, whether that’s an erupting bin, a 

flying tuna fish, or a hat made from knickers. 
Life is never boring with Levi around – and 
could it be that he has a secret plan to help 

Yasmin find her voice? 
 
 

 

Lizzie and Dad live in a rainy town in the 
north of England. It's just the two of them, 

and Auntie Doreen, who pops round to check 
Lizzie's spellings and tell Dad he's daft – and 
make them nice hot dumplings. But today 

there's something unusual going on: why is 
Dad building himself a pair of wings and 

studying the birds to see how they fly? The 
Great Human Bird Competition of course! 

 
 Believing is just the beginning . . . 

When Arthur and Rose were little, they were 
heroes in the Land of Roar, an imaginary 

world that they found by climbing through the 
folding bed in their grandad’s attic. Roar was 

filled with things they loved – dragons, 
mermaids, ninja wizards and adventure – as 
well as things that scared them (including a 

very creepy scarecrow. . .) 

Now the twins are eleven, Roar is just a 
memory. But when they help Grandad clean 

out the attic, Arthur is horrified as Grandad is 
pulled into the folding bed and vanishes. Is he 

playing a joke? Or is Roar . . . real? 



 

When Ruby's dad uproots her from Australia 
to set up a hotel in the mountains of India, 

Ruby is devastated. Not only are they living in 
a run-down building in the middle of the 

wilderness surrounded by scorpions, bears and 
leopards, but Ruby is sure that India will 

never truly feel like home - not without her 
mum there. 

 

Bill Simpson wakes up to find he’s a girl, and 
worse, his mother makes him wear a frilly 

pink dress to school. How on earth is he going 
to survive a whole day like this? Everything 

just seems to be different for girls . . . 

  



Theme-related novels: 
 
 
 Theme: Extreme Earth 

 
Lila doesn't just want to be a Firework-

Maker's daughter, she wants to be a 
Firework Maker herself. But although 
she's learned a lot she still must get 

through the most difficult and 
dangerous part of her apprenticeship - 
and her father won't tell her what it is. 

 
In search of this final Firework-Making 

secret, Lila heads off alone on a 
journey. It is a journey filled with 

dangers beyond anything she could 
have imagined, a journey on which she 
will learn so much more than the one 

secret she set out to find . . . 
 

  
Theme: The Vikings 

 
Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third is 
a smallish Viking with a longish name. 

Hiccup's father is chief of the Hairy 
Hooligan tribe which means Hiccup is 

the Hope and the Heir to the Hairy 
Hooligan throne - but most of the time 
Hiccup feels like a very ordinary boy, 

finding it hard to be a Hero. 
 

In the first How to Train Your 
Dragon book Hiccup must lead ten 

novices in their initiation into the Hairy 
Hooligan Tribe. They have to train their 
dragons or be BANISHED from the tribe 

FOR EVER! 
  



 Theme: Vikings 
 

Welcome to Professor Brownstone's 
vault - containing ancient relics from 
around the world, all collected by his 

famous ancestors! 

Follow the epic journey of Brownstone's 
earliest ancestor, Arthur, and travel 
back to the age of the Vikings where 
this bookish young adventurer must 

find the courage to save his village and 
defeat the mighty beast Fenrir... 

 
 

 Theme: Ancient Greece 
 

Buried amongst the treasures in 
Professor Brownstone's vaults lies a 

humble collection of books. Filled with 
legendary stories from his ancestors, 

they tell of fearless fighters and unlikely 
heroes. Venturing into Greek 

mythology, this is the fourth title in the 
Brownstone's Mythical Collection. 

Full of dangerous challenges, cunning 
monsters and godly heroes, this title is 
sure to be a hit with fans of the series 

and anyone interested in the 
fascinating tales of Greek mythology. 

 
 Theme: Ancient Egypt 

 
Many years have passed since the tale 

of Arthur and the Golden Rope and 
Arthur is now a world-famous 

adventurer. If only his daughter Marcy 
shared his enthusiasm for exploration... 

Determined to bring out Marcy’s 
adventurous side, Arthur sets off to 

Egypt to bring back the legendary Book 
of Thoth. When Arthur doesn’t return, 

Marcy must follow in his footsteps. Can 
she overcome her fears and rescue her 
father from the clutches of the Great 

Sphinx? 
  



  

Theme: Earth and Space 

Mum's away. Dad's in charge. There's 
no milk. So Dad saves the day by going 

to buy some. 
 

Really, that's all that happens. Very 
boring. YAAAAAAAAAWN. 

 
There are absolutely none of the 

following inside: 
 

GLOBBY GREEN ALIENS! 
INTERGALACTIC POLICE! 

PIRATES! 
And most definitely NOT a time-

travelling hot-air balloon piloted by the 
brilliant dinosaur scientist Professor 

Steg... 

 

 
 
 

  



 
Class 4 

  



 Believing is just the beginning . . . 

When Arthur and Rose were little, they were 
heroes in the Land of Roar, an imaginary 

world that they found by climbing through the 
folding bed in their grandad’s attic. Roar was 

filled with things they loved – dragons, 
mermaids, ninja wizards and adventure – as 
well as things that scared them (including a 

very creepy scarecrow. . .) 

Now the twins are eleven, Roar is just a 
memory. But when they help Grandad clean 

out the attic, Arthur is horrified as Grandad is 
pulled into the folding bed and vanishes. Is he 

playing a joke? Or is Roar . . . real? 

 

When Ruby's dad uproots her from Australia 
to set up a hotel in the mountains of India, 

Ruby is devastated. Not only are they living in 
a run-down building in the middle of the 

wilderness surrounded by scorpions, bears and 
leopards, but Ruby is sure that India will 

never truly feel like home - not without her 
mum there. 

 

Bill Simpson wakes up to find he’s a girl, and 
worse, his mother makes him wear a frilly 

pink dress to school. How on earth is he going 
to survive a whole day like this? Everything 

just seems to be different for girls . . . 



 

A thrilling adventure set in fictional Sri Lanka, 
jam-packed with peril and kidnap and a huge 

blue whale! Razi, a local fisherboy, is 
watching turtle eggs hatch when he sees a 

boat bobbing into view. With a chill, he 
notices a small, still hand hanging over the 

side... Inside is Zheng, who's escaped a 
shipwreck and is full of tales of sea monsters 
and missing treasure. But the villains who are 
after Zheng are soon after Razi and his sister, 

Shifa, too. And so begins an exhilarating 
adventure in the shadow of the biggest sea 

monster of them all... 

 
Leaplings, children born on the 29th of 
February, are very rare. Rarer still are 

Leaplings with The Gift - the ability to leap 
through time. Elle Bíbi-Imbelé Ifíè has The 

Gift, but she's never used it. Until now. 
 

On her twelfth birthday, Elle and her best 
friend Big Ben travel to the Time Squad Centre 

in 2048. Elle has received a mysterious 
warning from the future. Other Leaplings are 

disappearing in time - and not everyone at the 
centre can be trusted. 

  
Although Sam has a long-term illness, all he 
wants is the chance to lead a normal life. So 
he is thrilled when he finally gets his mum 

and dad to let him go on the school trip to the 
Scottish Highlands. Sam's desperate for an 

adventure and wants to prove to everyone that 
he's just as strong as his friends. But when 

some of the boys from his class take a reckless 
risk in order to win a challenge, the trip turns 

out to be more dangerous than Sam could 
have imagined. 

 



 
THINGS MY PERFECT PARENTS MUST HAVE: 
1. A mega mansion like the ones footballers 

live in 
2. A garage wall with a basketball hoop 

3. No gerbils 
4. Holidays to Disneyland 

All Sam wants is a family of his own, a home 
instead of a ‘house’ and parents he knows will 
still be there when he wakes up. Because Sam 
has been in and out of foster care his whole 
life and he can’t imagine ever feeling like he 

truly belongs. 

 Max is used to spending time alone - it's 
difficult to make friends in a big, chaotic 

school when you're deaf. He prefers to give his 
attention to the little things in life . . . like 
making awesome, detailed replica models. 

 
Then Mr Darrow, the school caretaker and 

fellow modeller, goes missing. Max must follow 
his parting instruction: 'Go to my room. You'll 

know what to do.' 
 

There on the floor he finds a pile of sand . . . 
and in the sand is Mr Darrow's latest creation 
. . . a tiny boy, no bigger than a raisin, Luke, 

Prince of the Blues. And behind the tiny boy . . 
. millions of others - a thriving, bustling, 

sprawling civilization! 

 

Twelve-year-old Joe has an unbelievably evil 
Granny. Not only is Granny physically 

repulsive and horribly mean, but she also has 
the look in her eye of a predatory crocodile. 

Soon Joe starts to suspect that she has 
unpleasant designs on him. But what are they 

and how can he foil them? 



 

He's a total menace to his teachers and big 
sister, but has a soft side, too: he rescued his 
dog, Monster, from being run over and checks 

on his elderly neighbour after school. 

One day, while looking through a mysterious 
cabinet of curiosities, Maxwell finds himself 
erased from his life: it's as if he's never been 

born. 

 

 
There used to be an empty chair at the back of 
my class, but now a new boy called Ahmet is 

sitting in it. 
 

He's nine years old (just like me), but he's very 
strange. He never talks and never smiles and 
doesn't like sweets - not even lemon sherbets, 

which are my favourite! 
 

But then I learned the truth: Ahmet really isn't 
very strange at all. He's a refugee who's run 

away from a War. A real one. With bombs and 
fires and bullies that hurt people. And the 

more I find out about him, the more I want to 
help. 

 A young boy, bewitched by his father's 
unrelenting passion to fly; a desperate craving 
that absorbs his every waking minute, finds 
himself entranced by the dream. When his 
father goes to war and does not return it 

seems the spell is broken. 
 

Much later, the boy, now a young man finds 
himself drawn once more to his father's 

drawings and failed experiments. Finally able 
to make his father's dream a reality, he flies. 

Will his own son be visited by this unrelenting 
passion? 

  



Theme-related novels: 
 Theme: Extreme Earth 

 
Lila doesn't just want to be a Firework-

Maker's daughter, she wants to be a 
Firework Maker herself. But although 
she's learned a lot she still must get 

through the most difficult and 
dangerous part of her apprenticeship - 
and her father won't tell her what it is. 

 
In search of this final Firework-Making 

secret, Lila heads off alone on a 
journey. It is a journey filled with 

dangers beyond anything she could 
have imagined, a journey on which she 
will learn so much more than the one 

secret she set out to find . . . 
 

  
Theme: Ancient Greece 

Elliot's mum is ill and his home is 
under threat, but a shooting star 

crashes to earth and changes his life 
forever. The star is Virgo - a young 

Zodiac goddess on a mission. But the 
pair accidentally release Thanatos, a 

wicked death daemon imprisoned 
beneath Stonehenge, and must then 

turn to the old Olympian gods for help. 
After centuries of cushy retirement on 
earth, are Zeus and his crew up to the 
task of saving the world - and solving 

Elliot's problems too? 
 



 Theme: Ancient Egypt  

When Lilian finds a parcel on her 
grandad's doorstep, she is shocked to 

see who sent it: a famous Egyptologist, 
found dead that very morning! 

The mysterious package holds the key 
to a story about a king whose tomb 

archaeologists are desperately hunting 
for. Lilian and her friends must embark 
on an incredible journey to return the 
package to its resting place, to protect 

those they love, and to break the deadly 
pharaoh's curse. 

 
 
 Theme: Stone Age to Iron Age 

 
When Charlie's longed-for brother is 
born with a serious heart condition, 

Charlie's world is turned upside down. 
Upset and afraid, Charlie flees the 
hospital and makes for the ancient 
forest on the edge of town. There 

Charlie finds a boy floating face-down 
in the stream, injured, but alive. But 

when Charlie sets off back to the 
hospital to fetch help, it seems the 

forest has changed. It's become a place 
as strange and wild as the boy dressed 

in deerskins. For Charlie has 
unwittingly fled into the Stone Age, 

with no way to help the boy or return 
to the present day. Or is there? 



  

Theme: Mountains 

When Agatha Farlingham is kidnapped 
by a yeti on a mountain in Tibet, she 

soon discovers that the hairy monster is 
clever and noble. His children are in 

danger from the modern world and he 
needs her help. She sends them on a 

top-secret journey to England and the 
safety of her ancestral home. But first 
she must teach them some manners. . . 

 

 

  

Theme: Anglo-Saxons 

In fifth-century Denmark, a murderous 
monster stalks the night, and only the 

great prince of the Geats has the 
strength and courage to defeat him. 
Beowulf's terrifying quest to destroy 

Grendel, the foul fiend, a hideous sea-
hag and a monstrous fire-dragon is the 

oldest surviving epic in British 
literature.  

  

Theme: Rivers 

The tales relate the adventures of 
several animal friends and neighbours 
in the English countryside—primarily 

Mole, Rat, Toad, and Badger.  

A children’s classic! 

  



 Theme: Rainforests 

Maia, an orphan, can't wait to reach 
her distant relatives a thousand miles 
up the Amazon. She imagines a loving 
family with whom she will share great 

adventures. Instead she finds two 
spiteful cousins who see the jungle as 
the enemy and refuse to go outdoors. 

But the wonders of the rainforest more 
than make up for the hideous twins and 

their parents. 
 

And when Maia meets a mysterious boy 
who lives alone on the wild river shores, 
she begins a spectacular journey to the 
heart of an extraordinary and beautiful 

new world. 

  

Theme: Light 

 Nate and his mother are running 
away, hiding out in a tumbledown 

cottage in the middle of a forest. When 
Mum heads off for provisions, and then 
doesn't return, Nate is left alone and 
afraid, with the dark closing in all 

around him. But comfort can come from 
the most unexpected of places - a 

mysterious girl trying to solve the clues 
of a treasure hunt and the 

reappearance of an old friend from his 
past. Will Nate find the bravery needed 
to face the troubles of his present and 

ultimately illuminate the future? 

  



 Theme: Crime and Punishment 

Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of 
bad luck, so when a miscarriage of 

justice sends him to Camp Green Lake 
Juvenile Detention Centre (which isn't 

green and doesn't have a lake) he is not 
surprised. Every day he and the other 
inmates are told to dig a hole, five foot 

wide by five foot deep, reporting 
anything they find. Why? The evil 
warden claims that it's character 

building, but this is a lie. It's up to 
Stanley to dig up the truth. 

  

Theme: Mapping 

Becket Rumsey is all at sea. His dad has 
run away with him and his brother 
Billy in the middle of the night. And 

they've left everything behind, including 
their almost-mum Pearl. Becket has no 
idea what's going on - it's a mystery. 
So with the help of Billy and a snail 

called Brian, Becket sets out on a 
journey of discovery. It's not plain 
sailing but then what journeys ever 

are? An extraordinary story of courage, 
dreams and finding your way 

 

 Theme: Earth and Space 

Liam is too big for his boots. And his 
football strip. And his school blazer. But 

being super-sized height-wise has its 
advantages: he's the only eleven-year-

old to ever ride the G-force-defying 
Cosmic rollercoaster – or to be offered 
the chance to drive a Porsche. Long-

legged Liam makes a giant leap for boy-
kind by competing with a group of 

adults for the chance to go into space. 
Is Liam the best boy for the job? 

Sometimes being big isn't all about 
being a grown-up. 



 
Class 5 

  



 

1832 - a period of English History that never 
happened. Good King James III is on the 

throne and the country is ravaged by wolves 
which have migrated through the newly-
opened Channel Tunnel. When Sylvia and 

Bonnie (both orphans) fall into the hands of 
evil Miss Slighcarp, they must use all their 

wits to escape unscathed - for the governess is 
more cruel and merciless than the wolves that 
surround the great house of Willoughby Chase. 

 Asha lives in the foothills of the Himalayas. 
Money is tight and she misses her papa who 
works in the city. When he suddenly stops 
sending his wages, a ruthless moneylender 

ransacks their home and her mother talks of 
leaving. 

From her den in the mango tree, Asha makes a 
pact with her best friend, Jeevan, to find her 
father and make things right. But the journey 

is dangerous: they must cross the world's 
highest mountains and face hunger, tiredness 

– even snow leopards. 

And yet, Asha has the unshakeable sense that 
the spirit bird of her grandmother – her 

nanijee – is watching over her ... 

 

 
 



 
This is a story about a boy named Kester. He is 
extraordinary, but he doesn't know that yet. 
All he knows, at this very moment, is this: 
1. There is a flock of excited pigeons in his 

bedroom. 
2. They are talking to him. 

3. His life will never be quite the same again... 
 

Kester lives in a land in quarantine. A deadly 
virus has killed all the animals except pests 
and it's expected to be equally dangerous to 

humans. But when Kester realises he can talk 
to the pests, he finds they have great hope 

invested in him. 

 
 Tally is eleven years old and she's just like her 

friends. Well, sometimes she is. If she 
tries really hard to be. Because there's 

something that makes Tally not the same as 
her friends. Something she can't cover up, no 
matter how hard she tries: Tally is autistic. 

Tally's autism means there are things 
that bother her even though she wishes they 

didn't. It means that some 
people misunderstand, her and 

feel frustrated by her. 

People think that because Tally's autistic, she 
doesn't realise what they're thinking, but Tally 

sees and hears - and notices - all of it. 

And, honestly? That's not the easiest thing to 
live with. 

 



 Herbert Lemon, Lost-and-Founder at the Grand 
Nautilus Hotel, knows that returning lost 

things to their rightful owners is not easy – 
especially when the lost thing is not a thing at 
all, but a girl. No one knows what happened 
to Violet Parma’s parents twelve years ago, 

and when she engages Herbie to help her find 
them, the pair discover that their 

disappearance might have something to do 
with the legendary sea-monster, the 

Malamander. Eerie-on-Sea has always been a 
mysteriously chilling place, where strange 

stories seem to wash up. And it just got 
stranger... 

 

 

 

Marinka dreams of a normal life, where her 
house stays in one place long enough for her 
to make friends. But her house has chicken 

legs and moves on without warning. 
 

For Marinka's grandmother is Baba Yaga, who 
guides spirits between this world and the next. 
Marinka longs to change her destiny and sets 

out to break free from her grandmother's 
footsteps, but her house has other ideas... 

  



 "I want to be able to call the sharks. Teach me 
the magic and show me the ways." 

 
Blue Wing is desperate to become a shark 

caller, but instead she must befriend 
infuriating newcomer Maple, who arrives 

unexpectedly on Blue Wing's island. 
 

At first, the girls are too angry to share their 
secrets and become friends. But when the tide 
breathes the promise of treasure, they must 

journey together to the bottom of the ocean to 
brave the deadliest shark of them all... 

 

 

 
Amari Peters knows three things. 

Her brother Quinton has gone missing. 
No one will talk about it. 

His mysterious job holds a clue … 

When Amari gets an invitation to the Bureau 
of Supernatural Affairs, she’s certain this is 
her chance to find her brother. But first she 
has to get her head around the new world of 

the Bureau, where mermaids, aliens and 
magicians are real, and her roommate is a 

weredragon. 

Amari must compete against kids who’ve 
known about the supernatural world their 

whole lives, and when each trainee is awarded 
a special supernatural talent, Amari is given 
an illegal talent – one that the Bureau views 

as dangerous. 



 Grandpa is dying. He can barely move his 
hands any more but, stubborn as ever, refuses 
to stay in hospital. He's determined to finish 
his last painting, River Boy, before he goes. 

 
At first Jess can't understand his refusal to let 
go, but then she too becomes involved in the 
mysterious painting. And when she meets the 
river boy himself, she finds she is suddenly 

caught up in a challenge of her own that she 
must complete - before it's too late . . . 

 

 

 

 Aya is eleven years old and has just arrived in 
Britain with her mum and baby brother, 

seeking asylum from war in Syria. When Aya 
stumbles across a local ballet class, the 

formidable dance teacher spots her exceptional 
talent and believes that Aya has the potential 
to earn a prestigious ballet scholarship. But at 
the same time, Aya and her family must fight 

to be allowed to remain in the country, to 
make a home for themselves and to find Aya's 
father - separated from the rest of the family 

during the journey from Syria. 

 
  



Theme-related novels: 
 Theme: Mayans and Aztecs 

From his seat in the tiny aeroplane, 
Fred watches as the mysteries of the 

Amazon jungle pass by below him. He 
has always dreamed of becoming an 
explorer, of making history and of 

reading his name amongst the lists of 
great discoveries. If only he could land 

and look about him. 
 

As the plane crashes into the canopy, 
Fred is suddenly left without a choice. 
He and the three other children may be 
alive, but the jungle is a vast, untamed 

place. With no hope of rescue, the 
chance of getting home feels impossibly 

small. 
 

Except, it seems, someone has been 
there before them. 

 
 

  

Theme: World War II 

Evacuated from London, David and 
Tucky feel like the war is a long way 

away from their new life in the 
countryside. Then one night the skyline 
of the moor is lit up with gun flashes, 

and the distant crump of bombing miles 
away brings the war back to them and 
shatters their new-found peace. When a 
German bomber crashes, the boys feel 

they should hate the airmen inside. But 
one of them saves David's life . . . 

 
 



 Theme: World War I 

Lily has lots of worries. She's struggling 
to compete in her fell-running races 
and, worse, she's losing her gran to 

Alzheimer's. But then she discovers her 
great-great-grandfather's diaries from 

the First World War. Could his 
incredible story of bravery help her 

reconnect with her gran and even give 
her the inspiration she needs to push 

through and win? 

 

 

 

 Theme: Circulatory System 

Cameron is thirteen, and all he wants is 
a 'normal' life - friends, swimming, 

school, family. 
 

But his life is far from normal. Not 
every thirteen-year-old desperately 
needs a new heart because theirs 

doesn't work properly. 
 
 

Finally, one doctor offers hope. 
Cameron could - if he and his parents 

agree - take part in a radical and 
controversial procedure involving the 
transplant of a pig's heart into his 

human body. 



 

 

Theme: Evolution 
 

On the Origin of Species revolutionized 
our understanding of the natural world. 

Now young readers can discover 
Charles Darwin's ground-breaking 

theory of evolution for themselves in 
this stunning picture-book adaptation 

that uses stylish illustrations and 
simple text to introduce how species 
form, develop, and change over time. 

 
 
 

 


